
  

HERITAGE MATTERS 
J U L Y  2 0 1 8  V O L U M E  2  

 
Long term plans propose to restore 
the Great House and ancillary 
structures, including the Managerôs 
House and older ruins.  The Great 
House (built around 1870) will be 
used as a visitor centre, office and 
rental space for functions.   
 
ñThe aim of this project is the 
combined development of the site to 
support a cotton museum, restaurant 
and retail item shop, resulting in 
tourism and heritage attraction that 
would enlighten and entertain both 
residence and visitors alike,ò Project 
Manager Lindbergh Alvaranga told 

the small gathering. 
   
The project is  
expected to create 
employment and 
entrepreneurial 
opportunities for 
people in the 
Cayon area by 
operating as a focal 
tourism product on 
the island. That 
includes persons 
who will work on 
the siteôs 
restoration and 
those will 

eventually operate and maintain the 
facility. 
 
The EC$500,000 first phase is being 
funded by  The United States 
Embassy in Barbados and the  
Government of St. Kitts Nevis.  
 
Public Affairs Officer with the US 
Embassy in Bridgetown, James 
Rodriguez, attended the June 7th 
ceremony. 
 
ñI am glad you had the foresight to 
look at this and want to restore it,ò Mr. 
Rodriguez said. 
 

òGroundbreaking Held for Spoonerõs Ginnery Restorationó  

The jack hammerôs drill shank broke 
through the old concrete floor, 
signifying the official ógroundbreakingô 
for the restoration project at the 
Spoonerôs Cotton Ginnery.   
 
The event was part of a brief 
ceremony held inside the main factory 
building on June 7th, 2018. 
 
ñThe St. Christopher National 
Trust has been, by its 
mandate, invested with the 
preservation of our history and 
heritage and this Spoonerôs 
Ginnery is one of our very vital 
parts of it,ò Trust President 
Schneidman Warner said at 
the ceremony. 
 
The groundbreaking was 
attended by patron, His 
Excellency the Governor 
General Sir S.W. Tapley 
Seaton, a representative from 
the United States Embassy in 
Bridgetown, and other officials and 
guests of the Trust, along with a 
handful of area residents.   
 
ñOver the period of 50 years at this 
location, what was converted from a 
sugar plantation, we had the 
production of cotton, cooking oil and 
soap. We think that it is very 
important that we demonstrate to the 
people of Cayon, what this was about 
and express what went on here,ò Mr. 
Warner said. 
 
The multi-phase project will see the 
restoration and development of the 
ginnery factory building and its 
equipment. 

ñI think in a lot of places, the past isn't 
really appreciated as it should be.  
This is a very important part of the 
history of this nation. Looking around, 
some people may just see rusty old 
machinery, but this, no this is really 

beautiful.ò 
 
Work on the first phase is being 
carried out by Steven Liburd 
Construction.  
 
The restored Spoonerôs Cotton 
Ginner is scheduled to be open in 
October 2018.   
 
The St. Christopher National Trust is 
appreciative of  all who have worked 
tirelessly to see the start of  this long-
awaited restoration. 
  
The Trust urges public support as it 
continues to advocate for the 
protection and preservation of St. 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 

Welcome to the 2nd Edition of our quarterly newsletter for 2018.  The Trust endeavors to keep its 
members and supporters abreast of the plans and activities taking place and uses this medium to do 
so. You would note from our first submission for 2018 that we have begun Restoration work at the 
Spoonerôs Cotton Ginnery, one of the five heritage sites vested in the Trust.   In early August of this 
year, restoration work is expected to commence on the 124 year old ñOld Treasury Buildingò,  home of 
the National Trust and Museum. This is a project that we are very excited about and look forward to 
having it get underway.  
  

We launched our Annual Heritage Appeal Fund earlier this year in an effort to raise funds for the restoration work on heritage 
sites and buildings.  These efforts to restore our historical sites create spaces to share our history.    The Trust continues to 
seek your financial support for these goals and encourages you to do your part in the preservation of our history and heritage. 
  
Plans for our inaugural annual heritage gala are progressing smoothly.  Donors to our Heritage Appeal Fund will be honoured 
guests at the Gala scheduled for August 11th, 2018 under the distinguished patronage of Sir S. W. Tapley Seaton, Governor 
General and Patron on the Trust. The Staff and Volunteers are very enthusiastic about the plans that are in place for this 
extraordinary cultural event and we look forward to the support and attendance of all our members and supporters.  To get 
tickets or to contribute to our Annual Heritage Appeal Fund please call our office (869) 465-5584 Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
  
Activities and plans for the third quarter of 2018 include several special exhibits including a major one on the history of 
commerce in St. Kitts and Nevis.  That exhibit will allow persons to get a glimpse into our history of trading, business and 
finance.  There will be a collection of coins used in St. Kitts over the years.  The History of Commerce exhibit will be launched 
in September and will run for six weeks.  Also coming up is our Annual National Heroes Day Train Tour scheduled for 
September 16th 2018.  This is a fun event which caters to every member of the family.  Parties, family outings and corporate 
events are all encouraged during the three hour historical tour around  St. Kitts.  For more information or to book your spot 
please feel free to call our office or email the Trust at schs@sisterisles.kn. 
  
Our motto ñOur Heritage Belongs to All of usò should be your motto as well.  Let it be reflected in your financial support to the 
Trust. Your gift can change the future by saving the past. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Ryllis Percival (Ms) 
Executive Director 

The St. Christopher National Trust congratulates the St. Kitts Sea Turtle Monitoring Network for 
winning this yearôs St. Kitts Tourism Experience Sustainable Tourism Award.  If was an honour 
to have been nominated in this category alongside the Turtle Monitoring Network and the historic 
Ocean Terrace Inn.   
 
The St. Kitts Sea Turtle Monitoring Network (SKSTMN) is a community based non-profit 
organization founded in 2003, which monitors nesting sea turtle populations and acts as an 
advocate for the strengthening of sea turtle protection laws.   
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Restoration of the iconic óOld Treasury 
Building,ò home of the National Trust 
and Museum is set to start in early 
August 2018. 
 

Trinidad-based company Parvenir 
Heritage Restoration and Maintenance 
Group Ltd. has been engaged to 
undertake the project which is 
expected to run some five to six 
months. 
 
Restoration work will begin on the 
buildingôs roof where cracks and 
ongoing issues with guttering have 
made the structure susceptible to 
leaks. 
 
After the roof repairs are completed, 
work will largely move inside the 
building. 
 
Managing Director at Parvenir, 
Heritage Restoration Specialist Justin 
Charles assures that the nearly 125 
year old building is structurally sound, 
but explains that previous repair work 
actually lead to issues with cracking 
walls and deteriorating plaster. 
 
ñThe original construction used a lime 
mortar, which was later plastered with 
gypsum mud, over which latex paint 
was applied,ò he explained, pointing to 
a section of wall in the museum, where 

paint and plaster have crumbled away. 
 
Lime mortar is composed of lime and 
an aggregate such as sand, mixed with 
water.   
 
It is one of the oldest known types of 
mortar that was used in ancient Egypt,  
Rome and Greece.  It was largely 
replaced by clay and gypsum mortars.  
Then with the introduction of Portland 
cement during the 19th century, the 
use of lime mortar in new constructions 
gradually declined.   
 
Construction of the Old Treasury 
building began in 1894 and was 
completed in 1896.  Numerous repairs 
have been conducted over the years 
and walls have been painted many 
times. 
 
ñA lime wall is supposed to be able to 
breathe,ò Charles said. 
 

ñBut in this scenario it canôt because of 
the gypsum mud and the latex paint.  
What this would have done is trapped 
the moisture in the walls and lime rot 
would have occurred.  You can touch it 
and see it flakes off,ò he said, sending 
a small shower of dried plaster 
cascading to the floor, with a flick of his 
finger. 

 
ñMost importantly, before you do any 
kind of repair to the building you need 
to identify what type of material is on 
the building, especially a heritage site,ò 
Mr. Charles advises. 

 
ñThen we would have to remove the 
damaged lime and repoint it with new 
lime.ò 
 
Parvenir has done extensive 
assessments of the building and is 
now preparing to begin work, while the 
Trustôs management develops a plan 
to minimize disruptions to the 
operations of the museum, where 
much of the attention will be focused. 
 
Parvenir Heritage Restoration & 
Maintenance Group Ltd. was 
established in Trinidad and Tobago in 
2010. 
 
The company specializes in a number 
of areas including Project 
Management, Facility Maintenance 
Manuals, Condition Survey Reports 
and Heritage Restoration and training.  
They offer workshops and training in 
maintenance of heritage sites, 
specialist craftsman training and 
Heritage Preservation. 

Restoration of National Trust Building to Begin this Summer 

Heritage Restoration Specialist 

Justin Charles assesses extent of 

lime rot in wall plaster  
Justin Charles and Roger Folkes 

examine crumbling plaster  

in museum office  

Justin Charles (right) and Quantity 

Surveyor Roger Folkes with 

Quantum Consulting, survey peeling 

paint in buildingõs stairwell 



 

The much-anticipated ñHow Music Feelsò 
Art Exhibition opened to the public at the 
National Trust on International Museum 
Day, Friday May 18th, 2018. 
 
ñI just love to paint and any opportunity to 
showcase my work is exciting,ò says 
renowned Nevisian artist Vaughn Anslyn. 
 
He is excited about 
the theme and 
says creating for a 
themed exhibition 
is easier for him.   
 
ñI am able to 
narrow my field of 
focus and create 
pieces that are 
specific to one 
title,ò Anslyn says. 
 
He is one of 18 artists exhibiting their work 
in the exhibition, which runs until mid-July. 
 
Sandy Point artist Pierre Liburd is also 
excited about the theme. 
 
ñWhen I hear music I see colours; images 
and colours. It depends on the music.  In 
fact, I usually paint while listening to music; 
it's an inspiration and a constant in my 
creative process,ò Liburd says. 
 
Artist, entrepreneur and Head of the 
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College Art 
Programme, Rozna Rogers says the theme 
caught her attention immediately. 
 
ñMusic is powerful and it  evokes all sorts of 
emotions when consumed. I wanted to 
display some of this on canvas and paper.ò 
 
Rogers says that for her the creative 
process is different when painting with a 
theme in mind rather than doing a more 
spontaneous piece. 
 

ñOne's  focus is set within parameters.  I 
am looking forward to seeing the other 
artists interpretations,ò she told the Trust. 
 
The Exhibition, which includes a few pieces 
of ceramic art, features the work of local 
artists.   
 
ñIt's a way for me to support our local art 
scene,ò artist and art teacher Lizca Bass 
says, when asked about her decision to 
submit work for ñHow Music Feels.ò  
 
Dr. Halla Sahely, a water engineer by 
profession, has not exhibited or sold her art 
before.  She says the exhibition provided a 
unique opportunity. 
 

ñIn the past year, I was 
searching to rekindle my 
creativity as I knew this 
would bring joy and 
mindfulness to my life, and 
so I decided to start 
painting.  In my youth, I 
was creative through music 
and played two instruments 
in my high school days.  
This exhibit seemed like 
the perfect union of these 

two creative paths.ò 
 
The Trust hosted an opening reception 
ñNight at the Museumò fundraiser on the 
evening of May 17th, 2018 under the 
patronage of His Excellency the Governor 
General Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton GCMG, 
CVO, QC, JP.   
 
Sponsors and donors had the opportunity 
to meet and mingle with the artists and get 
the first viewing of the exhibition.  Two 
pieces were sold within the first hour of the 
evening. 

òHow Music Feelsó Art Exhibition Opens at National Museum 
 
ñHow Music Feelsò Art Exhibition is 
mounted at the National Museum.  
Admission is free, though the Trust 
welcomes donations towards its ongoing 
work.  Most pieces are available for sale. 
 
Meantime, the Museum unveiled its brand 
new, modern, modular hanging display 
system on the opening night of the Art 
Exhibition.  Designed with the help of artist 
Pierre Liburd, the hanging system allows 
items to be hung from an overhead grid, 
rather than using the fragile stone walls of 
the more than century old building.  The 
gridded canopy also reduces the need for 
easels and other stands which can use a 
significant amount of floor space. 
 
The Trust was initially daunted by the cost 
of procuring materials and getting the 
system built, but upon hearing of our need 

for funding, Reg 
Francis, the son 
of late 
businesswoman 
and 
philanthropist 
Telca Francis, 
immediately 
offered to cover 
the entire cost.  
He said if was 
the perfect 
opportunity to 
give back to the 

country in his motherôs name. 
 
ñWith the art exhibit, we're pushing locals 
and my mom would be really happy to see 
locals get opportunities to advance, and we 
always have to try to help our own,ò Mr. 
Francis told the Trust, after personally 
visiting our offices to deliver the cheque to 
cover the cost of materials and 
construction. 
 
ñOthers are helping their own, we're not 
helping our own as much as we should.  So 
every opportunity I can, I will try to in her 
memory, in this case especially, because 
she has really been a good guide to me,ò 
he said. 
 
Mr. Francis says heôs excited to be able to 
assist.  ñI think this will be an opportunity 
for the world to see what Kittitians can do 
and have done and continue to do.ò 

SCNT Executive Director Ryllis 

Percival (second from right) with 

some of the participating artists  

Governor General Sir Tapley Seaton 

at the opening reception which was 

held under his patronage  

The late Telca Francis  
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